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Congratulations to Kells’ students

Montreal Regional Science & Technology Fair!

Project Titles Participants
Electric Circuits William Paltin

Get Hot! Simon Ahn
Moisture- Wicking Fabrics i {
Insects: "é“he Next Biofuel
Nicotine: Friend or Foe

-

Wireless Electricity

Kells Local Science Fair

Junior Level

Honourable Mention Layan Ziad
Senior Level
1st Place

2nd Place
3rd Place

Honourable Mention @ Soufia Trabelsi and Christos Karatz

Social Science Fair Winners

1st Place Naim
2nd Place May Alda al
3rd Place Takarihwaiehne




Kells Library Club

Are you looking for a way to become involved in your school? Do you like reading? Ever wonder how a library
works? Want a little something extra for your CV? Here is your chance! Ms. Elaina, your school librarian, is look-
ing for assistance in the library. You will get to help out with loans and returns during lunch, be a part of making
some decisions for the library (such as what kind of activities and programs {o have), and give your opinion on
what kind of books to buy, etc. If you are interested in being part of the library club, please contact Ms. Elaina at
dellaporta@kells.ca.

Meet OPALS, Your Gateway to the World

As the librarian here at Kells, | am delighted to announce that Kells has acquired a new catalogue! OPALS, a
web-based catalogue, goes far beyond searching for documents in the library. It will be the gateway to a world
of information in a variety of formats. Students will be able to scroll through images of new items, add their own
ratings and reviews to books, read previews on Google Books, find educational web resources, access databas-
es and eBooks, view class reading lists, and much, much more. Whether on campus or at home, OPALS will be

the place to do research for a history paper, find a great r
a great new book, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! OPALS, am

Elaina Della Porta, MLIS

e

ecommen

ecommended website for a science project, or discover

odern catalogue for a modern library.

Resource room - a great new space

Kells Academy’s new resource room is a welcoming
and multi-functional space painted in bright, modern
colours, with student artwork displayed prominently.
Large. floor-to-ceiling windows look out over beautiful
Trenholme Park, filling the room with natural light. Part
of the room is set up as an informal gathering area,
where comfortable chairs allow students to relax or col-
laborate in a quiet space. When required, a moveable
wall at one end of the room can be opened, which com-
bines the resource room and the library into one large
open space for meetings or presentations.

Tables, desks and chairs allow students to work ei-
ther individually, in small groups or in larger classes.
A brand-new Smart Board permits us fo access and
share a variety of multimedia and online material, as
well as providing an interactive platform for recording
notes that can be instantly shared via email or the Kelis

Portal. Around the room, colourful posters remind stu-
dents to apply strategies when they are working on
writing, studying, note-taking or reading-comprehen-
sion tasks.

Many students spend time in the resource room. In
each grade, groups of students have been hand picked
to attend regular Learning Support classes, which are
designed to build independent learning skills while pro-
viding support for academic assignments throughout
the year. Students in these classes learn to apply a

variety of strategies to keep themselves organized,
motivated and successful. Since all students have iP-
ads or laptops, they also write personal strategy blogs

nd learn to use different types of assistive technology
programs and apps, such as mind mapping and texi-
to-speech software.

Other students use the resource room to work during
‘ . lunch or “@guar cﬁass ume Students can work
if write tests, or
meet with the ﬁesow& teacher to We;'k on organiza-
tion, project planning, goal setting and reflection.

I source room is a key component of Kells Acade-

ursac:h to individualizing education to meet the
f::‘w our students.

he
ysa
needs

is, Resource & French Teacher
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by Megan Jutras

Eh!

by Juanita Giraldo Bueno

The Lovers

The Roots of Soul

Conquer the World
by Sara Gifunli

605, & ‘705 R&B HI

&




Kells Takes Second Place

C‘o*}gratuiatie“ to Yasmeen Dajani for placing sec
ond in the Quebec Public Speaking Competition hel 35
at The Study on November 30th, 2012. This entitled
her to compete in the Canadian National Public Speak-
ing Championships, hosted by St. John's-Ravenscourt
School in Winnipeg in February. This prestigiou
took place over three days, and included
@vems including Persuasive Speeches, Interpretive
Reading, iImpromptu Speaking, and Pawaﬁ@!mu De
bate. Only the top :uus‘udem’ in each
ing qualified at the Pmmrm [ Champion
vited. Yasmeen, a grade "éil' uaem: ss
in all four categories and rec 8S
the board. Although she did mt qual ﬁ\; for the World
Championships, she had a wonderful experience anc
learned a great deal from the top young speakers in
Canada.

0r
(.
f

=.'Z:‘

Jillian Derby, Public Speaking Coach

Kells Debate Team Places 4th
at QSDA Debating Competition

Congratulations to grade 10 students Yasmeen Da-
jani (left) and Clarisa Ren ge (right) for placing 4i
the Quebec Student Debating Association cor
held at Vincent Massey Collegiate on February
and the top five go to !:ha Na-

ey
a2V
|

Twenty teams competed op fi

fionals in April. Yasmeen also placed 7th, as individual
debater

Off to Halifax

\’asmeeﬂ Dajani, Federico lLacasia, Clarisa Rengel

and ”s‘; n %s(}um%m Morris are off to Halifax to com-
e for the 2013 Donahoe Cup at Sacred t "zmm High
ol on r’f\;\ il '*??n and 14th. This annual invitational
ing tournament is held in what is both the
girls’ scho éam youngest boys’ school in Canada.
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2013 Canadian National
Debate Championships

This, the fourteenth Canadian National Debate Cham-
pionship for senior students (hosted by i‘;?e:’s Alberta
Debate and Speech Association) will take pla

berta from April 25th to ;’%pn 29th. We w;c:n Yasmeen
and Clarisa every success in this {)G‘“'”!{Jeii on W’G also
want to thank coaches Campbell and Chung for their
support!
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International Day at Kells
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Keeping Up With The Pace

Many of us in the edu-
cation community are
asking questions about
the pace at which tech-
nology is transforming
the classroom, and quite
likely the student's home
environment. The hen-
efits to the students are
obvious: access {o infor-
mation; networking in the
both the classroom and
across the world; and of course, the capacity to motivate studenis
by permitting them to work both on their own and at their own pace.
Many of our concerns relate to the challenge that technology pres-
ents to educators and parents. How do we keep up-fo-date with
the rapid pace of innovation? What is multi-tasking in this high-tech
environment doing to our {(and our students’) brains? How do we
ensure that our students maintain a balance in their lives?

At a conference last year in Washington . DC | | had the honor of
attending a session given by Dr. Larry Rosen, an internationally
acclaimed expert on the psychology of technology who has regu-
larly been guoted in magazines and been interviewed on both TV.
and radic.

As | listened to what Dr. Rosen had to say, | felt that the Kells Com-

munity could not help but benefit by hearing about the research he
has done. What particularly inspired me was hearing about the
generational differences in the use of technology and, as well, the
impact of multi-tasking on the brain.

Subsequently, | invited Dr. Rosen to Montreal to make a presen-
tation to the Kells community as well as to the professionals who
support the school. In November of last vear, a large audience
made up of parents, support professionals and invited guests lis-
tened attentively as he spoke about his work, The message was
clear: Technology is not anly here to stay, but the pace of technol-
ogy will continue to in

crease. Furthermore, it is not enough for parents, teachers and
support professionals to he aware of this reality. It is imperative
that they also adapt to it. (I know, easier said than donel)

Principal’s Message

At this point in the school
year, | think it would be
timely to share my rs‘fiet
tions on what has bee

going on at Kells, a!mg
with my perspective on the
academic challenges and
opportunities that we strive
to provide for our students.

Kells prides itself on being
able to provide a unigue
learning experience that is
geared towards the individual neads of each student and fowards
providing the basis that allows the teachers {o access and axplore
a variety of teaching and learning skills that make this approach
possible. We have made big strides in the implementation of the
most up {o date technology in both the classroom setting

and in the student's home learning environment. 1t is amazing fo
see how quickly the student body has responded to the on-line op-

ullest , get us also reakze ﬂ*at mcreased technology also
h a’idmenai responsibilities on the part of all of us — par-
eachers and support professionals - to ensure our children/

ents, t
students maintain good physical, mental and emational health.

To the students, Dr. Rosen offered a humorous look at the internal
distraction of "thinking about technology ™ Students had the oppor-
tunity fo view scanned images of the brain dramatically illustrating
differences in the part of the brain engaged when using technology
as uax,-lgamd to when it was engaged in reading. He explained
that our brains are not wired to multi-task efficiently when tasks are
complex, yet most of us believe we can.

So 1 think the evidence is clear. As the Director of Kells Acad-
emy, in spite of real and perceived challenges, | am determined
and committed that we embrace all aspects of new technologies
impacting on our educational environment.  And not only for our
students. who of course are our primary concern, but also for the
betterment of all of us in the Kells' family. It is the way of the future
and we will definitely grow with our students and be a part of this
ever-changing environment.

Irene Woods
Director

Keﬂs Acade;m
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portunities and it is encouraging o see that this has established an
incredible responsiveness and an almost instantaneous feedback
for them with their teachers and the school. We live in a world
where technology does and will continue to be a dominant focus
cal that our students learn to deal with the new infor-

he use of individualized technology (IPads), the students are
research, coliaborate and communicate with one another
rent educational initiatives and projects, whether they are
in the classroom or at home. When a thought or question arises,
are able to de the necessary research on-line or seek the opin-
ion of another student. Such technology provides instant gratifica-

n and along with the support provided by the teaching staff, the
scope of learning possibilities is almost limitless.

We live in an exciling and challenging time and we at Kells are




